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due the factious inconsistencies into which Fox and Burke
were betrayed over the Regency question, an escapade in
political opportunism that brought great and deserved dis-
credit on the quondam champions of popular control. The
constitutional issues raised in the controversy between Fox
and Pitt have never been decided, but it remains lamentably
true that Fox and his party looked to the Prince to restore
them to power, and not even the just rancour with which
they remembered how the King had treated them can
excuse their readiness to resort to a method of revenging
themselves on the King and on the public that was irrecon-
cilable with their own doctrines. His friendship with the
Prince of Wales led Fox into an embarrassment in which he
can scarcely be acquitted of something worse than im-
prudence. The Prince authorised Fox to deny that he was
married to Mrs. Fitzherbert, a Catholic lady, at a time
when rumour was persistent, and the Prince was applying to
Parliament to sanction an increase in his allowance. Fox
afterwards found that he had been deceived. To retract
the statement involved all kinds of grave and critical issues,
and the arguments for silence are obvious. Yet it is difficult
to be persuaded that it was an honourable thing, however
strong the pressure of reasons of state, to allow the House
and the country to retain an impression Fox now knew to
be false, affecting as it did the honour of Mrs. Fitzherbert,
particularly as during the Regency debates, when Fox was
ill and away, Dundas quoted his declaration on the subject
as final. On discovering the truth Fox broke off his
relations with the Prince, but unhappily only for a year, and
it was not until the Revolution that he was really emanci-
pated from that malignant star. Few enmities could have
been as fatal to Fox's influence in the country as the friend-
ship of Carlton House. Pitt bore a private character that
was conspicuously blameless, Fox's irregularities were
notorious. Pitt was heir to the lustre of a great and
victorious name, Fox to the Ignoble corruption that accom-
panied the Peace of Paris. The contrast was already